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From the Editor
My editorial policy calls for one-page articles. Very
often this one-page principle becomes a page and a quarter
or a page and a half. But when I let a three-page article
take up nearly one-fifth of the magazine there must be a
reason.
The lead article "Christian Community" seemed to me
to justify this space. It is biblical, relevant, and well written. In our emphasis to recapture New Testament fervor
and power we need to recapture New Testament community.
The writer is a new name to me. The organization which
published the article initially is based in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and is dedicated to church renewal.
I am particularly pleased to include in this issue two
articles by college/university students. The article entitled
the "Dilemma of Fashion" was written as part of the
course requirements in a course in clothing design at Messiah.
The article "Freedom and Dignity" was submitted by a
Messiah graduate, a member of the Grantham congregation, now a student at Colorado State. In addition to a
full-time job, she is attending university and doing freelance writing.
I believe many of our congregations would profit from
exposure to a workshop on discipleship and social justice.
In the Sunday school class I am attending we have completed a two-quarter study of Isaiah. We were impressed
with his writing against injustice. It was not the entire message of Isaiah but it was a significant portion.
Congregations interested in a weekend workshop on
Social Justice from the Christian perspective should write
to Ronald J. Sider, Discipleship, Workshops, 312 West
Logan St., Philadelphia, PA 19144 (Phone 215 843-9269).
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Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana.
Editor: John E. Zercher

Wayne Steffee, Camp Administrator for Spring Lake
Retreat, Wurtsboro, New York, is in the process of forming his staff for the July-August camping season.
This camp provides a Brethren in Christ ministry to
New York City children. There are three 10-day camps:
Boys, ages 11-15—July 12-July 21
Children, ages 8-10—July 23-August 1
Girls, ages 11-15—August 3-August 12
This is a voluntary service ministry for Christian young
people to inner-city youth.
Counselors, Bible teachers, cooks, assistant cooks,
kitchen helpers, craft directors, nurses, athletic directors,
qualified, water safety personnel are needed.
If you have interest in this type of ministry for part of
your summer write to:
Camp Administrator
1977 Children's Camps
Spring Lake Retreat
Route 1, Box 361
Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790
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Editorial

On the Trail of a Wailing Siren
M O S T of us tend to find statistics pretty boring.
But translate some of these into actual human lives and
they can become very much alive—or very much dead!
I remember, when working as a newspaperman, following a wailing siren one sunny day. The trip ended at the
scene of a head-on crash. Behind the wheel of one crushed
car was the wife of one of the town's leading citizens. She
was dead. Next to her was her daughter, with injuries that
would keep her hospitalized for months.
The other driver was not seriously hurt. He was drunk.
He had come around a curve on the wrong side of the road
and turned a pleasant day into one of dark tragedy.
I remember the body of a man lying in the freeway
median beside his wrecked car. Liquor bottles and beer
cans which had spilled out of the car were scattered nearby.
I remember the two young men, coming home from a
beer bust, whose car flew across an irrigation ditch, killing
them both.
I remember, I remember, I r e m e m b e r . . . the list could
go on and on. Oh, the incalculable cost in tears shed, blood
spilled, lives shattered, homes broken, dollars wasted as
the result of the use of alcoholic beverages in just one small
American community.
I remember thinking, as a new Christian a number of
years ago, that there was nothing wrong in having an occasional can of beer, or maybe a glass of wine. But it didn't
take long for me to change that attitude.
You could argue all week that a case for total abstinence cannot be made from Scripture. And I could argue
just as strongly that it can, but we would not resolve the
issue.
Certainly a powerful case for total abstinence can be
made simply from the human and social cost of the use of
alcoholic beverages.
Take a brief look at just a few of the statistics:
—100,000 or more deaths a year are alcohol related.
—Alcohol plays a significant role in one-half of all the
homicides and one-third of all the suicides in the United
States.
—Alcohol is directly at fault in a majority of the drownings, deaths from fire and deaths from accidental falls.
—Half of the felons in federal prisons have alcohol related problems.
—Alcoholism cost this nation more than $25,000,000,000 (that's $25 billion) per year.
—Over 55 percent of all highway deaths are alcohol related.
—Over one million Americans between ages 12 and 17
have serious drinking problems.
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—Rated by seriousness of the effects (death, disability,
psychosis and addiction) alcohol is far harder than any
other addictive drug.
Alcoholic beverage sales, now at an all-time high,
amount to $25 billion per year. Now if the cost to the
nation is also $25 billion per year, who is ahead and who is
behind? The alcoholic beverage industry is ahead, at the
expense of all of the rest of us. We all share in the social
cost, even if we never touch a drop.
What should this mean to a Christian? Paul said, "It is
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made
weak" (Romans 14:21).
In today's society men and women, boys and girls are
stumbling; they are being offended; they are being made
weak because of the use of alcoholic beverages. In Paul's
day Christians were eating meat which had previously
been offered to idols. They felt freedom in Christ to do so,
because they were free from the legalisms of the law and
realized that idols are nothing. But it was making new
Christians stumble. It was causing them severe problems
in their new faith. So Paul said it should be stopped.
Today in North America, we don't think there are many
people offering meat to idols. If you order a steak in a restaurant it won't damage a new Christian's faith. But if you
order a bottle of wine or something else alcoholic it may be
an entirely different story.
How can a Christian allow one penny of his or her
money go to buy a beverage that could damage the faith
and Christian growth of a brother or sister in the Lord?
How can a Christian allow one penny of his or her
money go to support an industry that is glamorously and
seductively promoting a product that is literally destroying thousands upon thousands of precious human lives?
If you've found freedom in Jesus Christ you should also
have found freedom to politely say "No, thanks," when in
a situation where others are drinking.
I'm convinced that total abstinence is the happiest, best
and safest way to go. Besides, Jesus gives an abundant,
wonderful life. Who needs a deceptive, destructive, artificial substitute?
This is just one man's opinion. You'll have to make up
your own mind!
—George Keck

Editor, The Evangelical Beacon. Copyright,
Evangelical Beacon, 1977. Used by permission.

The
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Essentially, community is a type of relationship,
rather than a particular structure.

Christian Community
Steve Clark

I t O P L E have a variety of notions of
Christian community. Some people
picture Christian community as 20 or
30 people living together in a large
house or on a farm. Other people consider Christian community to be a
group of Christians who pool their
finances, putting their checkbooks and
bank accounts into a common pot.
Others think of community as a
monastic community or religious
order.
But to be a Christian community, a
group of people do not have to live in
one building or handle all their money
in a centralized way. These are possible forms of Christian community.
They may be good for some Christians and inappropriate for others.
Fundamentally, Christian community means a way that Christians
can relate to one another. The Scriptures regard a community relationship of love, commitment, and interdependence among Christians as normative, not optional.
I would like to examine three terms
in the New Testament which communicate some of the scriptural vision
of Christians' relationships with each
other. These are terms used to describe Christians: the word brother;
the word koinonia, usually translated
"fellowship"; and the phrase the body
of Christ.
Brothers and sisters

The most common term for Christians in the New Testament is
brothers. We might translate this
"brothers and sisters in the Lord."
Brothers was the term Christians used
to refer to each other.
The love Christians are to have for
Copyright October 1976 by Pastoral Renewal,
617 East Huron. P.O. Box 617. Ann Arbor.
Michigan 48107. Reprinted by permission.
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each other flows from this relationship and bears its special mark.
"Having purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth for a sincere
love of the brethren, love one another
earnestly from the heart" (I Pet. 1:22).
"Let brotherly love continue," we read
in Hebrews 13:1. A particular Greek
word, philadelphia, is used in such
places to mean "brotherly love."
Scripture is talking about a special
kind of love that exists among us because we are brothers and sisters in the
Lord. But in our own culture and language we have lost much of the underlying scriptural concept of brothers
and sisters. On the one hand, the
words brother and sister refer to children of the same parents. On the other
hand, the words are used to refer to
some vague kinship among all men, as
in the slogan "the brotherhood of man
and the fatherhood of God."
Not all are brothers

Scripture, of course, uses brother
and sister to refer to children of the
same parents. However, Scripture
never uses the term brother to refer to
all mankind. It consistently uses
brother precisely to describe situations in which there is a definite relationship among a group of people. In
the New Testament, this relationship
is the brotherhood of Christians; we
are brothers and sisters because we are
joined to one another in Christ. NonChristians are "outsiders." For example, Paul writes, "Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time" (Col. 4:5).
Scripture teaches that we should
love and serve all men. "Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust" (Matt. 5:44-45).

We are to love our enemies because
God loves them and because God
wants Christians to be like Him. But
we are not told to love them because
they are our brothers.
In the early church

The early Christians understood
that their faith gave them a distinctive
identity which they shared with all
other Christians. They saw their relationship as Christians as a relationship among members of a family; they
were "born of God" (John 1:13), born
of the same Father; they were "born of
the Spirit" (John 3:8)—the same
spiritual blood flowed in them.
Everything was affected by the early
Christians' unity in Christ. Oneness
with brothers and sisters in the Lord
was more important than relationships with fellow countrymen, with
members of the same social class, with
political allies, even with members of
the same family. This was the meaning of the rebuke which Jesus spoke
when informed that His blood relatives had come to visit him (Matt.
12:48-50).
Today, limited commitments

While the early Christians made a
total commitment to each other, our
commitments are increasingly fragmented and limited. When another
Christian gets into trouble or incurs a
need, we expect him to seek help from
friends, family, or from a social welfare agency.
Recently, I asked myself a simple
question. "What would I have done if
I had gotten into financial difficulty a
few years ago, before the community I
belong to began to understand what it
means to be brothers and sisters? If I
had a medical bill of several thousand
dollars that I absolutely had to pay,
and I had no money in the bank,
whom would I have turned to?" I
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could never have asked other members of the parish for the money; probably they would have told me of a
bank where I might get a loan, or of a
welfare office where I could get public
assistance. As for the men I was working with to spread the gospel, we simply did not have that kind of commitment to each other. The person I
would have gone to with my need was
my blood brother. Our relationship
meant that I could go to him for every
need in my life. I could not think of a
single Christian 1 could have turned to
for help.
Some Christians know other Christians who would help them in trouble
like that. But probably these are close
friends who simply happen to be
Christians. But our love for other
Christians should not be limited to
those whom we like and can get to
know personally. Brotherhood in
Jesus Christ, not friendship or personal intimacy, was the basis of the
brotherly love spoken of in the New
Testament. The early Christian communities—and such are the communities the church needs today—encompassed all Christians in a particular area. Brotherly care means a
total commitment to those who share
our rebirth in Jesus Christ, even to
people whom we may not know at all.
A family relationship

Most Christians today make limited
commitments to other Christians.
They can be counted on for a number
of carefully specified activities. The remaining parts of their lives are private. Our commitments as Christians
are usually no different from our other
commitments such as our jobs.
For many of us, the only exception
to limited commitments is our family.
A father makes a full commitment to
his wife and children. He is responsible for the things the family does to-
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gether and the things its members do
alone—for his children while they are
at school, for his wife while she works
outside the home.
The Christian community is meant
to be like a properly functioning family. The commitment of all of its members is full, encompassing all aspects
of each person's life. Brothers and
sisters place no limits on their responsibility for each other. We can
live out this commitment because
Jesus has changed us. As Christians,
we can say, "you are my brother," because the power that unites us is
stronger and more important than
anything else. The same Holy Spirit
has poured the same love into our
hearts.
Sharing in Christian
community

The New Testament often uses a
second term to describe the body of
Christians, koinonia. The common
English translation is "fellowship."
"Fellowship" is not a very helpful
translation because it has the connotation of a loose collection of
friends. Koinonia means holding
things in common; an exact translation would be "community." The
Christians had a community; they
were a group of people who shared.
The first thing they shared was the
Holy Spirit. Paul refers to the "fellowship of the Holy Spirit" or the
"community of the Holy Spirit" (II
Cor. 13:14). This Spirit was the basis
of the Christians' common life.
But the early Christians shared
much more. They had their whole lives
in common. Perhaps the best definition of Christian community is found
in the Acts of the Apostles: "Now the
company of those who believed were
of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had

everything in common. . . . There was
not a needy person among them, for as
many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the
proceeds of what was sold and laid it
at the apostles' feet; and distribution
was made to each as any had need."
Having everything in common
meant that no one thought anything he
possessed was his own. Everything was
at the disposal of the community for
the common good. Christian community, koinonia, means that our
whole lives are in common. Our possessions, our lives, belong first to the
Lord and then to our brothers and
sisters in the Lord, the body of Christ.
In Christian community, what's yours
is mine and what's mine is yours. We
do not keep parts of our lives for ourselves, unavailable to our brothers'
claim on them.
The place to begin

The place to begin sharing, of
course, is in our spiritual lives. Ironically, sometimes Christians are more
likely to make great financial sacrifice
to help each other than they are to talk
about their prayer life, their experience of God, or their love for the Lord.
Our spiritual lives are the most important things we have in common.
Our life with God is the reason we
share a life together in community.
An end to hiding

Having our lives in common also
means sharing other personal aspects
of our lives. In our culture, if we sin, if
we are plagued by sexual temptations,
if we are anxious or depressed, we
keep these problems to ourselves. Victories over our difficulties are similarly private. We might share our personal lives with our spouse or a very
close friend. But most of us grow up
with the firm conviction, perhaps aristo page twelve

T h e Suffering Servant
Maynard Shelly

T H O S E people in Jerusalem set the
stage for that lost cause. "Hosanna,"
they cried. That ancient word of praise
was also a prayer to God: "O save!"
In that last week of His earthly life,
Jesus most clearly showed His followers the saving way. In Jerusalem,
in the space of just a few days, He
demonstrated all that He had taught
them in Galilee: weakness alone must
be the servant's way of life.
Yet, the people shouted, "Hail to
the King!" (Mark 11:9, Living Bible).
And king He was. But He was not a
warrior king after the manner of old
King David. Rather, He was the
bleeding and dying Passover sacrifice,
the Lamb upon the throne.
In hailing Jesus, the Jerusalemites
expected from Him the mighty works
that only a king could do. No one
could come to their city as a king without being asked to do one more
mighty work: "Save us from the
Romans."
Without lifting a sword, Jesus
would save them—and us—from so
much more. But in doing so, He cut
our understandings of power into little
pieces and cast them to the wind. He
had to save us from our own notions of
strength by being the Suffering Servant.
The ancient prophets left us with
clues about the meaning of that servant deed. They affirmed that "he
took our infirmities and bore our diseases" (Matt. 8:17, Revised Standard
Version; see also Isa. 53:4). We cannot explain just how this happened,
but we know Jesus did just that.
Jesus proved himself the perfect
servant. He made himself available for
what needed most to be done: to bear
the sins of the people of the world.
Here's good news: Jesus gave
himself to the cross. All else written in
the Bible until this point was written
so that we might understand the meaning of the Servant's self-giving. Christ
on the cross is the gospel, the good
news from God and the good news
that the apostles preached.
Through Christ, God set His people
free. Christ saved us from slavery. He
The writer, a past editor of The Mennonite, is
now a freelance writer.
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has brought us into a new nation and
kingdom. In becoming the offering for
our sins (Isa. 53:10-11), He became
the ranson for many (Mark 10:45). In
Him, the last became first, the servant
became king.
The power of the Jesus Way was
obedience to God, willingness to suffer
that others might live. The greatest
test of that obedience for the Servant
King was the willingness to give himself to a lost cause.
All that the people of Jerusalem
could see in the events of the crucifixion was weakness and defeat, the
bitter end of a lost cause. They had
hoped that in Jesus Christ they would
see God acting as He had once acted
through Moses to lead them across the
Red Sea.
But God allowed Jesus to be destroyed on the cross. The evil one triumphed and the enemies of God had
won the victory. Or, so it seemed.
Says Paul of Christ: "he was
crucified in weakness" (II Cor. 13:4,
RSV). And he discovered that to
"preach Christ crucified [is] a stumbling-block to Jews and folly to Gentiles. . . . For the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men" (I Cor.
1:23, 25, RSV).

Don't think that just because the
strength of God was once expressed in
the weakness of the cross that now the
rest of us can return to strength in the
old human tradition. For that would
be to deny all that we have learned
about the Jesus Way and all that has
been revealed to us by God through
Him.
The Suffering Servant way was not
a temporary tactic of God to get
through the tight spot of the crucifixion after which He would turn once
more to the dazzling spectacles of
power that people have always expected of gods made in their own
images. Weakness and suffering are
God's standard operating procedures.
Since we have come to know God in
the person of Jesus Christ, God can
and will not use any other way of
working. Jesus Christ was His fullest
and most complete revelation of himself.
Through weakness and suffering,
God works in us and through us. Paul
found this true for his own life. After
struggling to make it otherwise, Paul
heard God say, "my power is made
perfect in weakness" (II Cor. 12:9,
RSV).
That's the Jesus way—the way of
the Suffering Servant and King.

Two Pieces of Wood
Orland Johnson
Christians never seem to be able to fathom the depth of meaning in the cross.
It is no wonder that it has become the most sacred symbol of the faith in every
branch of the church. That God should suffer men to nail Him on two pieces of
wood staggers the minds of Christ's followers.
Here are a few of the things which make the cross of Christ so dear to me:
1. It shows how bad men are. Men don't like to admit how bad they are. Most
people think they are "pretty nice." But Christ, the noblest soul who ever walked
this earth, was crucified by men—not necessarily bad men.
2. It shows how loving God is. Christ Jesus came to save. He wanted to fight
wickedness with love, and love won.
3. The cross shows the supreme power of God to transform evil into good. In
some respects, the cross was the worst exhibit of our wicked race. But God made
it, at the same time, the best disclosure of His love to men.
4. The cross shows Christians how they must live! Selfishness must be canceled out . . . pride . . . jealousy . . . envy, and hatred. On the cross we must be
crucified—with Christ.
—From The Wesleyan Advocate
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Religious News
Parental Influence is Greater
Than Believed, Survey Discloses
A study of working class families has revealed that parents exert more influence on
their children than popularly believed today—and mothers are generally more influential than fathers.
However, research by two sociologists at
the University of Southern California
showed that fathers were "slightly" more
influential than mothers in the areas of
religious behavior, religiosity (self-rated
piety) and tolerance.
Fathers were also found to have more
influence on the sex attitudes of their
daughters than mothers, and paternal influence was generally greater on children
over age 19 than on younger children.
The researchers, Vern Bengston and
Alan Acock, said their study refutes the
belief that the family unit is declining in
importance and also questions major studies which, they say, grossly underestimate the influence of the mother.
Alex Haley Gives Credit to God
For TV's Most-Watched "Roots"
ABC's 12-hour presentation of Roots
became the most-watched program in TV
history because "the American public really wants more meaty, true, solid fare than
is afforded it on television," author Alex
Haley commented.
"Beyond that, I would soberly and
somberly ascribe it to God Himself. There
is no man, no committee of men or women
who could sit down with whatever media
expertise and predictably create a program or an event of any kind of comparable, spontaneous national response."
Haley, who considers himself "very
church-oriented," said the response to
Roots was "awesome. We don't even know
yet the ramifications. A whole nation's
perspectives could be radically influenced
in the space of one week."
World Jewish Population
Is Estimated at 14,145,000
World Jewish population is estimated at
14,145,000 (down 85,000 in a year), and
U.S. Jews number about 5,845,000 (up
116,000), according to the 1977 edition of
the American Jewish Year Book.
The book includes an exchange between
Leon Shapiro, who teaches Russian and
Soviet Jewish history and is a member of
the faculty of Rutgers University, and U.
O. Schmelz, associate professor in Jewish
demography at the Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Hebrew University,
about the Jewish population estimate for
the Soviet Union.
The Shapiro figure of 2.68 million is the
year book's estimate. Prof. Schmelz
argues that the number "must be somewhat below two million."
The United States continues to have the
most Jews. Next comes Israel, (2,953,000),
and the Soviet Union.
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17 Nations Seen Forbidding
Bible Distribution
Seventeen nations around the globe still
place severe restrictions on the distribution of the Scriptures, according to a
report from the United Bible Societies.
Those nations are: A f g h a n i s t a n ,
Albania, Algeria, Angola, Bulgaria, Cuba,
L e b a n o n , Libya, M a i n l a n d C h i n a ,
Mauritania, Mongolia, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Tibet, Turkey, Vietnam, and
Yemen.
P r o t e s t a n t missions from N o r t h
America are alive and well and doing business all over the world. This is the basic
message of the 11th edition of the Mission
Handbook which will be released next
week by the MARC division of World
Vision International.
Of the estimated world Protestant mission force of 55,000 some 37,000 come
from the United States and Canada, a
larger number than ever has been reported.
Missions giving in the United States and
Canada is up from $393 million in 1972 to
$656 million in 1975. And while giving to
all forms of church work in the United
States and Canada has not kept pace with
inflation, giving for missions outstripped
inflation by 29 percent.
According to Edward R. Dayton, director of MARC and editor of the Handbook, young people appear to be more
turned on and excited about missions.
Mission agencies have responded to this
interest; 60 percent of the agencies
reported that they have developed summer youth programs. The agencies are
pleased with the results—25 percent of
those who serve for short terms become
career missionaries.
50% of Emigrating USSR Jews
Do Not Settle in Israel
At least 50 percent of Jewish emigrants
who left the Soviet Union in 1976 elected
to go elsewhere than to Israel, according to
an article in the current issue of Present
Tense: The Magazine of World Jewish
Affairs.
The escalating numbers of Soviet Jewish
emigrants who decide not to settle in Israel
has "staggered Israeli officials," said Paul
Jacobs, a TV commentator and syndicated newspaper columnist.
He said the recent trend contrasts sharply with the situation in 1973 when 96
percent of Jews who were permitted to
leave the USSR went to Israel. The percentage has declined each year since, dipping to 50 percent in October 1976, he
reported.
"Christianity Today" Will Relocate
Its Headquarters in Chicago Suburb
The board of directors of Christianity
Today magazine have voted to relocate the
magazine's headquarters from rented
space in the capital to Carol Stream, 111.,
directly north of Wheaton.
All but two of the veteran editorial staff
members voted to remain in the present
offices near the White House.
Editor Harold Lindsell said there were
several factors involved in the decision to
relocate. Among them were the larger

number of seminaries and academic institutions in the Wheaton area, a variety of
publishing resources, a labor pool that will
not be in competition with federal agencies for employment and salaries, and a
broader representation of theological and
ecclesiastical outlooks.
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, founding editor of
the magazine in 1956, told Washington
Star newsman William Willoughby that he
was disappointed at the decision. The
Arlington theologian said, "It is unfortunate to move the magazine to a suburb of a
Chicago suburb. It seems to reverse the
ideal of evangelical penetration of secular
society that motivated its founding."
Good News Bible Sold One
Million First Month
During the first 30 days on the market,
the Good News Bible topped the one million mark in sales, according to the American Bible Society.
The agency published the easy-to-read,
common-language Bible the first of the
year.
Have You Hugged Your Kid Today?
The Dubuque, Iowa, PTA Council is
selling bumper stickers carrying this message, "Have you hugged your kid today?"
"I think this is a great message. I really
believe there's a lot of kids who could use a
little more affection," said the Rev.
George Krumrey, council president.
10 Million Bathe in Ganges
During a Hindu Observance
Some 10 million Hindu pilgrims bathed
at Allahabad, Jan. 19, in the holiest spot of
the holy River Ganges in joyful observance of Kumbh Mela, the largest religious
festival in the world.
The Mela (festival), held every 12 years,
is one of the major events in the Hindu
calendar. It is held at the spot where the
Jumna, a smaller river, flows into the
Ganges, along with a third, fabled but so
far undiscovered river called Sarawati.
The festival is called Kumbh, because it
commemorates the spot where, according
to Hindu legend, the gods spilled some of
their holy elixir from a kumbh, or pitcher,
during a struggle with jealous demons.
"Drive-in" Funeral Home
Said to Gain Acceptance
A "drive-in" funeral home at New
Roads, La., is reportedly gaining acceptance among people who wish to "pay their
respects" but do not have the time to dress
formally for a funeral.
"We wanted something for working
people who didn't have time to dress but
wanted to show their condolences and
sympathy," said Alvin Verrette, president
of the Point Coupee Funeral Home.
"It's so nice to know someone cares."
The gold-and-white decorated funeral
home features a 7-by-5 foot window
behind which lies the coffin. Mourners are
able to stop their cars in front of the
window and pay their respects without
leaving their cars.
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Thoughts of a
Young Rhodesian
A CHRISTIAN young man (whose
identity will remain anonymous)
finished Form IV at one of the mission schools in Rhodesia in the early
'70's. He went on to a government
school where he completed Form VI.
His marks were not high enough to
gain him entrance into the University
of Rhodesia, but he succeeded in
getting an apprenticeship to be trained
as a specialized technician.
He is among the first group of
Africans to receive this training, and
some whites among whom he is working do not particularly welcome blacks
into their ranks. His practical training is taking place in a town in the
southeast "operational" area. Up to
this point Africans have not had to
give compulsory military service, but
recent government legislation has indicated that future call-up of Africans
is a very real possibility.
The following excerpts are taken
from letters he has written to a friend
over the past year. As you read,
remember to pray for these fine young
people in the tremendous problems
they face as citizens of Rhodesia in
these troubled times.
24th APRIL 1976—You are quite
right when you say this area is not safe
anymore. In actual fact, it is one of the
hottest spots. We have a dusk to dawn
curfew imposed on us, and are constantly under the irritation of air force
helicopters buzzing criss-cross the sky
day and night. One wonders what they
really are looking for. We certainly
need your prayers more than anything. Talks have failed, force seems
to be unfruitful, so that the only two
alternatives are flight and prayer. I am
sure the latter is the correct one. I pray
the Lord will intervene and give us the
long-awaited liberation and peace.
31st MAY 1976—Rhodesia needs our
prayers. I have heard rumors that
some of us might be called up for compulsory military service. I have been
praying hard that this does not happen, and that I may know the correct
course to take if it does happen. I trust
the Lord knows what is best for Rhodesia.
17th A U G U S T 1976—The threat to
send us to the army for compulsory
military service appears to be becoming a real one. But I regret that I

8

will not be able to believe this until it's
at the door step. I think it's absurd,
but I see it as a ruin to my future. I
understand we apprentices might be
the first preference. It's all in God's
hands, I believe, as He knows what is
best for His subjects. I really am in
need of the most advice I can get.
5th SEPTEMBER 1976—1 am sure
you are praying for Rhodesia. I am. I
would like to see her settle her problems with the Lord's leading. I do not
believe in any other way of doing
it—no, not by arms, or by trade of any
form. I wonder why the Lord does not
perform miracles under such circumstances. It would be to His entire glory
to see one of the groups giving in to the
other, or rather agreeing to a compromise. I wonder, but I am sure Rhodesia and South Africa at this pace are
going to be worse off than Angola or
Vietnam. It is a pity, but I am sure the
Lord knows what He is doing.
22nd SEPTEMBER 1976—1 am
praying for you and the school. I am
also praying for the Rhodesian future,
and somehow, the Lord has given me
confidence that there is a future for
Rhodesia.
30th OCTOBER 1976—1 hope you
are all well. I am quite fine, hoping for
the success of the Geneva Conference.
Keep praying. This may be the breakthrough we have all been waiting for.
12th NOVEMBER 1976—1 am sorry
Wanezi had to be robbed, but when
it's war, one does not really know
what to expect. It's a pity those men
are not aware who their real friends
are, but I believe we ought to praise
God for this—especially as there were
no casualties.
Apparently the Geneva talks have
proved to be a flop, so the question
everybody is asking is "What next?"
—a very sensible question indeed. I
still believe the Lord will show His
own diplomacy in His own way. I do
not regret the talks are failing because I believe it is His will. He is in
full control of the situation, and maybe some souls will find their way back
to Him, the hard way. After all, we are
not the first people, neither are we the
only people, to be subjected to war. It
is part and parcel of prophecy, is it
not?

AIC

All India Congress on Mu

Wednesday, 12th January

Barnes High School, Devlali, is
built on a hilltop, high above a plain,
seven miles from town. This wintry
morning, as the early dawn touched
the sky and the mist still clung to the
base of the mountains, I heard the
whistle of a train going to Bombay.
Birds sang their songs of praise and
thanksgiving. Despite the train snaking across the plain below, I had the
feeling that we are very far removed
from daily life and routine.
But not for long . . . for a bus drew
up in front of Lloyd Hall. Scores of
men and one or two ladies dismounted with their luggage. Very soon
they found places in the dormitories.
Then friends joyfully began to meet
each other. Helpers and matrons made
guests comfortable and we knew the
AICOME (All India Congress on
Mission and Evangelization) had begun.
Sponsored by the Evangelical
Fellowship of India, AICOME replaces in one sense the annual EFI
Conference, which affords a meeting
place for Christian leaders from all
over India. Fellowship is the keynote
here, with denominational barriers
completely down. Encouragement and
vision have been the benefits of EFI
Conferences in the past twenty-five
years. There is every reason to believe
that this week will be even more fruitful.
Thursday, 13th January

The Congress on Mission and
Evangelization has moved smoothly
into its second day. Three hundred and
fifty participants arrived yesterday,
bringing registration up to 375. In the
opening session last evening, special
guests were welcomed, chief among
them being the Rev. Gottried OseiMensah of Ghana, now serving as a
pastor in Nairobi. As Executive Secretary of the Lausanne Committee, he
comes to Devlali to deliver the Biblical Foundation papers.
The Rev. Dr. I. Ben Wati, Secretary Emeritus of the Evangelical FelAllen and Leoda Buckwalter are Brethren in
Christ missionaries, serving with Far East
Broadcasting Associates. India.

Evangelical Visitor

^
>-

i

3ME Diary
on and Evangelization

lowship of India, led the Congress
with his keynote address. He deftly
mentioned EFT's connection with the
school site, then gave us a quick look
at today's India. He quoted author Lin
Yutang as saying, "India is a land and
people intoxicated with God." He paid
tribute to the leaders of our great land.
Dr. Ben Wati then stated that democracy is essentially a spiritual concept,
and that the world's greatest problem
is the problem of the human heart. We
can meet that need for spiritual values
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
But, he said, each generation of Christians is responsible for its own generation. "Work more, talk less" is a good
slogan. It applies to all of us, and this
Congress must result in action, not
only in talk.
Saturday, 15th January

As the chairman aptly put it, "This
is a working Congress." With 400 participants representing every part of
India and every facet of the Protestant church in this land, it is also
bound to be a decisive congress.
"Thinking" seems to be the keynote,
but along with the discussions, the

group meetings and the interest and
regional meetings, there is the strong
underlying and unifying force of
prayer. At any given moment, the
chairman or leader of the day calls the
group to prayer. Immediately there
are a hundred little groups in one
place, all members participating in
prayer for the issue at hand. Is it any
wonder that the sense of God's
guidance is very strong?
Today we are halfway through the
Congress. Emerging very clearly is the
conviction that God is speaking to the
church in India. One theme is coming
out clear and strong—an insistence
that although the message of Jesus
Christ must never be changed, the
method of presentation must to
changed. Western culture and thought
patterns are not the vehicle for today's evangelism thrust in India. Such
methods as ashrams, small groups, indigenous music and art forms, a simple lifestyle, must be utilized if today's India is to hear the Good News.

of worship and partaking of Holy
Communion. The unity of the Spirit
which we have experientially felt
through these past days came out
strongly in the symbolic act of communion as the body of Christ.
Another highlight today was the
gathering of all Brethren in Christ and
Mennonite participants in the Congress. Bishop Malagar called us together. Our brethren from North
Bihar are Rev. Surrendra Roy and
Munshi, his assistant in the bookroom at Saharsa. From Allahabad
came Bill Hoke. We ate lunch together this noon, then met for a time
of fellowship in the main auditorium.
We numbered about 20 in all. There
was much discussion on new avenues
of service which the group might do.
Radio involvement is high on the list,
with both FEB A stations and the new
TWR stations as outlets. Rev. Pronoy
Sarkar has offered the use of his new
studio in Calcutta for recording purposes.

Sunday, 16th January

Monday, 17th January

This morning began earlier than
usual, with a beautiful, reverent time

We go home from AICOME with more than new commitments.
Memories have also been added in abundance:
• Sam Kamaleson's devout, beautiful singing of the glory of Jesus'
name, and his outstanding illustration of the beggar and his
rags . . .
• Dr. Namboodripad's plea for the LOVE OF CHRIST to be used in
evangelism as priority, since this was what brought him to Christ
out of a very orthodox Hindu background . . .
• Discussion groups where we opened our hearts and thoughts to
one another . . .
• Times when the presence of God was so real that we prayed with
tears of confession and praised God for new victories . . .
• The efficient and self-giving leadership with which the Congress
moved along smoothly, for many were behind the scenes making it
thus . . .
• And then there were the lighter moments, when crows carried
away such things as shaving brushes and soap, and even papers
from one of the booths . . .
• And what of the enterprising two who tape-recorded all variety of
snores in the men's dorm when they were supposed to be fast
asleep?
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Leoda Buckwalter

Inexorably, the days are passing. At
the end of this busy day we are conscious that the day after tomorrow at
this time we will be scattered, on our
way home—north, south, east, west.
Overseas guests will have tasted a bit
of India, in the setting of this great
Congress, where Christian leaders
have met together in unity and love for
the purpose of discussing vital issues.
Allen's involvement as one of the
two Congress photographers, and also
an interest group leader (radio evangelism) has kept him very busy. My
part is that of a staff reporter, sending
daily c o m m u n i q u e s to F E B A
Seychelles, interviews and items of
general interest so that they can give
good coverage to the Congress. Messages have all been taped by our engineer from the FEBA office in Delhi.
Each day we are hearing report of
God's moving in India through
various agencies. There is tremendous
encouragement in this, resulting in
new vision and courage for the future.
There is also the determination that all
of us must seek to cooperate with each
other more effectively, so that nothing
be lost.
to page ten

AICOME
from page nine

Tuesday, 18th January

Today was designed as a day of
reflection—looking back on what God
has been saying to us. It is also a day
for us to look forward in terms of
putting His commands into action.
To help us do this, the draft of the
DEVLALI LETTER was placed in
our hands. This letter will be finalized
before the close of the Congress and
sent out widely throughout India, with
an expected strong impact on Christian leadership. Said Mr. John
Richard, Executive Secretary of the
Evangelical Fellowship of India, "Our
concern is that this Congress will not
be a mere event but a continuing
progress."
Today is a day of paper—we got
four sets of papers in one hour! Fill
this one in and return it . . . keep this
one for your reminder . . . put the
answers to the third one in the post
box at Information office so the Findings Committee can begin work on the
final draft of the Devlali Letter . . .
Paper! That means that there is a
host of people involved in making this
ending of the Devlali Congress more
than an event. Already followup has
begun, and will continue through the
days ahead.
Wednesday, 19th January

With the release of the Devlali letter
came the high moment of facing our
responsibilities as members of the
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ in
India. Our chairman called us to
prayer, every person facing toward the
front, kneeling in submission before
the Lord. The prayer for our leaders
and for this nation moved many to
tears. At its conclusion we stood and
sang the national anthem, recognizing ourselves as part of this great
land of India. The chairman then reminded us of our answer to the Lord
of the Church, and then came the concluding moment. With joined hands,
we became one great unit, putting
symbolically what we had experienced internally throughout the week.
Rev. Charles Lazaro of Bombay
quietly sang with great meaning that
consecration hymn, SO S E N D I
YOU, as we stood there before God.
Those concluding moments are unforgettable—one body, one Lord, one
commission to share the Lord Jesus
Christ with those around us. In the
silence of that sacred hour, the Rt.
Rev. I. P. Andrews, Bishop in the
Church of North India, prayed a
prayer of blessing and concluded with
the benediction. And thus the Devlali
Congress passed into history. But its
story will continue to unfold in the acts
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of the Holy Spirit through the members of the body of Christ in India.
Part of the significance of the
Devlali Congress lies in its timing. The
twilight era of a post-colonial day is
gone, and a new day has dawned in
which true Christianity in the Indian
setting can stand and be honored as
never before. Christianity has been in
India at least since the second century
(and there is no reason to doubt the
account of its arrival with the Apostle
Thomas in the first century). As an
integral part of this great land, Indian
Christians can justly be proud of
themselves as sons of the soil. Community living, the art of meditation,
and the family as a basic unit of so-
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ciety are inherent parts of the Indian
tradition. These are tenets of which
every Indian Christian can be justly
proud. A strong call came from this
Congress to Christians throughout
India to utilize these strengths in
showing Jesus Christ to needy people
all around us.
The Congress portrayed the handing over of the reins of evangelization and mission to the local
church, yet the Congress goes on
record as continuing to welcome participation in the work by overseas
servants of the Lord. It also looks forward to blessing the family of God
throughout the world, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. A sense of expectancy is here, and we look for good
things in the future.

MISSIONS

General Fund Statement
Quarter Ended December 31, 1976
$ (6,067.10)
(30,021.30)
28,659.27
214,413.86
2,000.00*

Canadian Balance, October 1,1976
USA Balance, October 1, 1976
Canadian Rereints .
._
USA Receipts
Transfer f r o m Reserves

$208,984.73

Total Receipts and Balance . .
Disbursements
Administrative
Personnel
Information Services
Contingency
International Currency
Rhodesia Church
Rhodesia Mission
Zambia
India Church
India Mission
Bangalore
Delhi
Bangladesh
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
Montreal Lake Children's Home . . .
Salem (Labish)
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Christian Service Ministries
Transfer from Operating Account .
Total Disbursements

USA
$26,468.60
31,046.50
4,258.81
5,500.00
6.62
2,510.48
2,053.93
6,671.72
6,205.11
7,534.91
1,080.00
330.00
500.00
8,000.00
8,500.00
1,410.00
300.00
825.00

Canada
$1,994.95
97.00

108.75
6,000.00
175.00

2,500.00

825.00
825.00
5,314.06
18,090.26
7,718.63
8,367.49
25,000.00
$178,517.12

550.12
4,375.10
5,000.00
$21,625.92

BALANCE ON HAND, D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1976

$200,143.04
$

8,841.69

* To reimburse Urban Ministries Account #71-4, from which authorized balance at the
end of 1975 was withdrawn in error.
Analysis of Balance
USA Balance
Canada Balance

$7,875.44
966.25
$8,841.69
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I N THIS day of permissiveness and
fluid morals, the average Christian
finds himself faced with a number of
important ethical questions, which
range in scope from the morality of
using alcohol to the rights of the unborn to possess life. A question which
is asked too infrequently (if at all) is:
"What is the proper relationship that
C h r i s t i a n s should have toward
fashion?" This question is important
because there are significant
differences between the nature of
fashion and biblical teachings. It is the
purpose of this paper to point out and
define these inconsistencies and also to
provide a biblical viewpoint on fashion
and the Christian's relationship to it.
Fashion, broadly defined, is a universal, formative principle in civilization. Fashion shapes the lifestyle of a
group, but what shapes fashion?
Fashion is established within a group
when that group develops patterns
for meeting needs and gaining personal (or group) gratification. These
patterns evolve and produce new patterns. In this way fashions develop and
change. It can be concluded from this
that fashion is not only a formative
principle, but also it is an indicator of
the nature of the group which subscribes to it.
Clothing as an aspect of fashion is
very indicative of the nature of our
society and its lifestyle. The broad
spectrum of acceptable modes of dress
indicate increasing personal freedom.
The injunction to go one's own way
and do one's own thing embodies our
The writer is a student at Messiah College and a
co-editor of Ivy Rustles, the college paper.
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attitude, not only towards clothing,
but also towards morals. The alluring, sensual, almost restraint-free
nature of today's high fashions illustrate that the disposition of self-gratification in today's priority structure is
rather high. Morals, it seems, are only
observed at the convenience of the individual. This point could be easily
substantiated by a late issue of Gentleman's Quarterly. G.Q. illustrates the
latest men's fashions, comments on
the influences which produced these
fashions and points out the aim of
fashion. G.Q. describes its latest
fashions as sensual, stated its chief influence as being increased sexual freedom, and asserted that the aim of
these fashions is to facilitate the enjoyment of sexual freedom.
Being in the world, Christians fall
under the influence of fashion. We all
want to be accepted for various reasons and being fashionable is often regarded as essential to winning the
approval of the world. All too often we
weigh really important matters on
emotional rather than spiritual scales.
It is for this reason that we find ourselves conforming to the world, having
inadequate regard for moral convictions, and having too much concern
for living up to the world's expectations of us. An example of this would
be the acceptance of the currently
popular two-piece bathing suit styles
by young Christian women. When
these scanty styles first came into
popularity many Christian women
struggled with the question of whether
or not they were too immodest. Many
wondered if these bathing suits would
cause men to lust. Social pressure
eventually drove many to accept these

styles without really finding answers to
their doubts, although the acceptance
of these styles by women and the
approval of such acceptance by men
seemed to prove that their doubts were
unfounded. However, in a brief survey
of the residents of one of the floors of
Hess Residence Hall, 100% of those
interviewed felt that most two-piece
bathing suits were immodest and confessed that the swimwear in question
inspires lust.
A close examination of the Scriptures would give a unique perspective
on the place of fashion in the Christian's life. This is necessary because
the Christian's view of fashion has
been formed largely by fashion and independently of biblical teachings.
Perhaps the greatest difference
between fashion's perspective and the
Bible's perspective is the emphasis
placed on physical appearance.
Fashion obviously places a great deal
of importance on how a person looks.
Fashion involves every aspect of a person's physical appearance and goes
into extensive detail on how everything should look. In I Samuel 16:7
God says to Samuel, "Do not look at
his appearance or at the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him;
for God sees not as man sees, for man
looks at the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart" (NAS). It
is easily discernible from this passage
that a person's physical appearance,
no matter how good it may be, is of
relatively little importance, while the
heart or moral nature of a person is of
very great importance.
The Bible goes on to illustrate that
physical attraction is a very low quality, yet a very powerful attraction. In
Proverbs 7:6-23 we have the story of a
young man lacking sense who is
seduced by a harlot. Her desire of him
is only physical, so her attempt to attract him is only physical. She works
hard at being as attractive as possible
and eventually he follows her "as an
ox goes to slaughter, or as one in
fetters to the discipline of a fool."
Chapter 31 of Proverbs goes into great
detail in describing a virtuous woman.
The only comment about physical
appearance in this section is that
"charm is deceitful and beauty is
vain." The Apostle Peter was apparently thinking about the concept of
the importance of the inner person and
the relative unimportance of physical
attractiveness when he wrote, "Let not
y o u r a d o r n m e n t be e x t e r n a l
only—braiding the hair, and wearing
gold jewelry and putting on dresses;
but let it be the hidden person of the
heart, with the imperishable quality of
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
precious in the sight of God."
to page twelve
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CHRISTIAN C O M M U N I T Y
from page five

ing from bitter experience, that our
personal lives are strictly private.
However, as brothers and sisters in
Christian community nothing in our
lives is entirely our own. My life belongs to my brother. I cannot construct elaborate strategies to keep him
from finding out what I am really like.
In fact, opening up our lives to our
brothers and sisters in the Lord is
usually necessary to begin overcoming our problems and experiencing the
freedom that the Lord wants us to
have.
Most people who belong to Christian communities where personal sharing is encouraged find quickly that
they can be more free about their personal lives than they ever imagined.
Personal sharing must be done with
discretion and in the appropriate circumstances. But it should be done, for
it is part of sharing our lives in Christian community.
Our money, our time

Quite often, the real test of our
commitment to our brothers and
sisters in Christian community lies in
our willingness to give up time and
money. Time and money are not
among the things we can keep while
we give them away. We can talk about
our spiritual life, and still hang onto it.
If we share about a victory over a personal problem, the victory is still ours.
However, if our money goes to our
brother's purpose, we cannot spend it
on our own purpose. If we give up our
time to our brothers and sisters, we
cannot use it for ourselves.
When we read in Scripture about
taking up the cross and laying down
our live, we can ask ourselves, if these
words have affected the way we make
decisions about time and money. This
is where we have to love as Jesus did,
who gave up His life for love of men.
Scripture makes an explicit connection between the gospel and our use
of material goods. "By this we know
love, that he laid down his life for us;
and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren. But if any one has this
world's goods and sees his brother in
need, yet closes his heart against him,
how does God's love abide in him?
Little children, let us not love in word
or speech but in deed and in truth" (I
John 3:16-18).
Our love for each other does not
consist of words—even honest, holy,
spiritual words. It is something that
gets expressed in material terms. It is
practical, concrete, and sometimes
painful.
This does not mean that we can
produce Christian community by
giving away all our money to needy
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Christians. A relationship with one another as brothers and sisters must
come first. When that is established,
then there should be koinonia, community, among those brothers and
sisters.
The body of Christ

The phrase the body of Christ is
found in the letters of Paul. In Ephesians, one of his later letters, he uses
the term to refer to the universal
church. However, in his earlier letters
he applies the term to a local Christian assembly. He tells the Christians
in Corinth that they should function as
a body because they are the body of
Christ. "Just as the [human] body is
one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with
Christ" (I Cor. 12:12).
The members of the Christian body
have different gifts, but they are to
function in unity. "Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in
the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then workers
of miracles, then healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds
of tongues. . . . Are all teachers? Do
all work miracles? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret?" (I Cor.
12:27-30).
Being the body of Christ means
much more than running orderly worship services or establishing proper
procedures to make decisions and resolve disputes. It is a daily, living relationship that embraces our whole
lives. We are members of the same
body all the time. The relationship
goes beyond the things we do in common. On the job, alone in a secular environment, we are still parts of the
body of Christ. Together, we are Jesus
in the world today because we are
members of His body. Through us,
His body, He proclaims the good news
of salvation; He heals, feeds, teaches,
and confronts men with the truth
about God.
Interdependence

An important implication for the
church and for all of us as individuals
is that we must begin to give up our
hard-won independence and become
interdependent; we must become people who depend on each other. This
does not mean becoming weak or less
capable of doing things. We become
interdependent in order to become
stronger—to do even greater things
than Jesus did.
Interdependence sounds nice. However, it is much easier to acknowledge
our interdependence than it is to act as
though our very lives hinge on others.

We experience this as difficult largely
because in our culture, growing to maturity means cutting the ties that bind
us to others. We learn to make our
own decisions and chart our own
course. Acting as a member of an
interdependent body involves unlearning the habits of a lifetime.
Only the body is whole

God's plan for our maturity is not
individualistic. The only complete
Christian is the body of Christ. Jesus
is the only individual who is complete
in himself. Today He is present in the
world in the body of believers. Only
the body can be whole. Anyone who
wants to be a complete Christian must
realize that he is part of a body,
dependent on others, and must begin
to act accordingly.
Sometimes Christians use the term
Christian community vaguely to refer
to any group in which everyone is a
Christian. In reality, Christian community is Christians who have a
brotherly commitment to one another, who share their lives, and who
live interdependently as members of a
body. People working for church renewal who want to know what Christian community is and how to build it
should begin by studying the depth of
the relationship among Christians that
the Scriptures envision.

DILEMMA
from page eleven

What then should the Christian's
response to fashion be? The Bible does
not speak against dressing well or
being of a pleasing physical appearance. However, being of a pleasing
physical appearance does not necessarily mean being fashionable. It also
does not mean making great expenditures of time and money in the pursuit
of physical beauty. It simply means
grooming one's self carefully but not
over-zealously. The principle of
properly ordered priorities applies
here. When the development of the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which Peter referred to, takes a
much higher priority than physical
appearance, the importance of being
fashionable will find its proper low
place in one's priority structure.
In Romans 12:2 Paul writes: "And
do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of
your mind" (NAS). The Christian
should not be mastered by fashion or
unduly influenced by it. Any acceptance of fashion should be carefully
weighed against Christian principles
and values.
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From what and for what?

FREEDOM and DIOJVIXY
Janet Barclay

T H R O U G H O U T ail of time life has
existed on the principle of "survival of
the fittest" as defined by Charles
Darwin, the nineteenth century naturalist. The sick and weakly of a species
usually died while the stronger members flourished, in turn producing hardier and more desirable offspring. This
"natural selection" process has aided
in population control, creation of
superior species and, strangely
enough, in giving man a reason for
"the ways things run."
This is no longer true. A "biological
time bomb" has exploded in the world.
Man can no longer give "chance" the
credit or the blame for what is happening in the world. Many have and
are still trying to hold fast to the concept of "chance" as "the source of
every innovation, of all creation in the
biosphere . . . pure chance, absolutely
free but blind. . . ." One of the most
outspoken and insistent proponents of
this ideology is Jacques Monod, a
French molecular biologist famous for
his Nobel-prize winning work with
genetics. Monod proposes that the entire world and everything that is within it is due to "chance collision" of
particles into a "pre-biotic soup." In
his book, Chance and Necessity,
Monod presents a highly sophisticated argument based on and backed
by data and judgment. It seems hard,
especially for Christians, to defy such
evidence as Monod presents. Christians, Francis Sheaffer says, "do not
have the courage to stress the balance
of the exhibition of the love of God
and the holiness of God and to make
an absolute distinction between cultural norms and biblical absolutes."
The Bible is a science book of sorts in
that the story of the world is contained within it as told by the Creator, Himself. What more do Christians need to prove Monod wrong?
But if chance is no longer the explanation for today, what is? Perhaps
for the first time, the control of existence itself is in the hands of man. Man
who, according to B. F. Skinner, has
"no soul," and "no mind." Man who
The writer is a graduate of Messiah College and
a member of the Grantham Brethren in Christ
congregation. She is presently
attending
Colorado State University in Fort Collins. Janet
is under appointment to Lusaka, Zambia, under
MCC.
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Francis Crick calls "junk." Man who
Monod explains as "the impersonal
plus time plus chance." This is the
"creator" of today. Man has learned
not only to manipulate life, but can
actually create life—human life. But,
unlike THE Creator—God—man is
incapable of handling his own power.
Man has found ways to cure and
prevent illnesses. In doing so, he has
disturbed the processes of natural
selection. The result is potentially
devastating: fewer people are dying
and there are more elderly people. But
man has not yet created a world for
the elderly. On the other hand, there
are also more babies being born into
an already over-populated world. Man
has no way of creating new land to put
these people on. Sooner or later, there
will not be enough resources to cope
with one, the elderly and two, the
excess population. Then, natural selection will take over once again. Or will
it?
Aldous Huxley, in 1932, wrote a
far-fetched novel called Brave New
World which was a prophecy of a time
when the world would consist of "a
scientific elite of totalitarian 'Predestinators' that created test-tube
babies on an assembly line, predetermining in the process their every
mental and physical characteristic."
Huxley called for this world to exist
some 600 years in the future. Now,
only 45 years later, this is beginning to
be a reality. Parents can determine
with some accuracy the sex of their unborn child. In the not-too-distant
future, they may be able to choose
what sex their child will be. Through
abortion, weak or mutant fetuses are
eliminated. How soon will it be until
intentional breeding is begun, as it is in
dogs and horses? Will life soon become a scientific rather than a creative process?
In Back to Freedom and Dignity,
Schaeffer cries out to Christians to
step into the present and stand up for
God's way in the world. Schaeffer
accuses Christians of being afraid to
stand up for the Lord, even forsaking
Him for lack of courage. The human
being, though he is most certainly
affected by the world, is not a product
of it. "Man has a mind; he exists as an
ego, an entity standing over against

the machine-like part of his being."
When the sentiments of the world
reduce the value of man to nothing,
"zero," Christianity should step in
with the assured alternative—while
secular man finds value only in survival, Christians find greater value in
purpose, pride and responsibility.
Like Shaeffer, I agree that there is
soon to be a gigantic revolution. We,
or our children, may witness the "control and shaping of men through
genetic engineering and chemical and
psychological conditioning." It is up
to Christians to prepare the world to
resist this revolution. We must learn to
be strong in the image in which we
were created and we must try to bring
our wandering and straying brothers
back to the Lord, their God, who gave
them beauty, creativity, purpose and,
most of all, individuality. There is
much work and so little time.

Survey of High School Leaders
Shows High Religious Commitment
The annual nationwide survey of high
school leaders reveals a continuation of the
trend toward adherence to traditional
moral values and high religious commitment.
Results of the seventh annual "Who's
Who Among American High School Students" survey also showed that 82 percent
of teenage leaders favor a traditional marriage arrangement and 89 percent do not
use drugs.
Religion has become "more relevant" in
the past 3-4 years for 48 percent of students and remained "about the same" for
33 percent. Religion became "less relevant" for 14 percent and "has never been
relevant" for 5 percent.
The latest study reported that 81 percent
of the leading U.S. teenagers consider
themselves members of an organized religion, compared with 80 percent in last
year's poll and 70 percent in 1972.
Some 92 percent of the current top teenagers profess belief in a personal God or
Supreme Being, or some kind of vital force
or spirit. Only 1 percent said there was no
God or vital force. Seven percent were uncertain.
The students surveyed are among 269,000 high achievers featured in the 1975-76
edition of "Who's Who Among American
High School Students" published here by
Educational Communications, Inc. They
are high school seniors and juniors.
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Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE
Dr. Brandt Appointed Dean
The new academic dean at Messiah College is Dr. H. David Brandt, head of the
Division of Natural Science and Mathematics at Gordon College in Wenham,
Massachusetts. He will assume his responsibilities in June, filling the vacancy
caused last year when Dean Daniel R.
Chamberlain became president of Houghton College.
Dr. Brandt has distinguished himself in
both teaching and administration. A
graduate of Wheaton College, he received
his Ph.D. degree from the University of
Oklahoma in 1971. With a growing conviction that the small Christian college has
much to offer. Dr. Brandt has an increasing appreciation for his own church heritage (Evangelical Mennonite Brethren)
with roots very much like those of the
Brethren in Christ.
He was born in Steinbach, Manitoba,
Canada in 1938. Sixteen years later his
family moved to Mountain Lake, Minnesota, where his father, Rev. Henry
Brandt, accepted the pastorate of the local
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Church.
Although a layman, Dr. Brandt served as
interim pastor in a Chicago church in
1964-65. He also served his denomination
as Youth Director in the late 50's and early
60's.
Messiah Students Have "Famine" Meal
The Messiah College community gave
particular attention to the world hunger,
problem by having a Hunger-Affluence
Week in late February. Dr. Martin Schrag
arranged for the week of activities to include chapel speakers, films, and a famine
meal.
T h e s p e a k e r s were: Dr. Everett
Graffam, World Relief Commission,
NAE; Mr. Edgar Stoez, Mennonite Central Committee; and J. Wilmer Heisey,
Brethren in Christ Board for Missions.
When students, staff, and faculty ate the
famine meal—a bowl of soup—the cost
difference was contributed toward relief
work. Additional funds were received in
cash contributions.
In addition to the above, faculty
members took class time to study the problem of world hunger, sharing their own
concerns with their students.
Boyer Appointed U.S.
Commissioner of Education
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, an alumnus of
Messiah College, was recently appointed
by President Carter to the office of U.S.
Commissioner of Education. He has been
serving as the Chancellor of the State University of New York since 1970.
Completing his Ph.D. degree at the University of Southern California in 1959, Dr.
Boyer held administrative positions at Upland College, the Western College Associ-
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Camp Freedom—1977
Holiness is our watchword and song.
Camp Freedom continues to be " A
Southern Vacation in a Spiritual Atmosphere." More and more people are traveling or, shall we say, traveling people are
putting Camp Freedom into their plans.
Some came for a day and stayed for a
week. The high spiritual tide, the dynamic
holiness preaching, the wholesome Christian fellowship and the presence of the
Lord are attractions which call our constituency back year after year.
C a m p Freedom has lovely campgrounds: About five acres, thirty motel
rooms, eight homes, an efficiency duplex
and, a house trailer for lodging. Nearly
200 are housed by the camp lodging, plus
room for about 30-40 travel trailers and
campers. The weather was cooler for this
year's camp but the crowds continue to
increase. This was our largest attendance
with 420 packing the tabernacle for the
evening of January 30.
The motel rooms and homes are rented
at reasonable rates both during camp time
and throughout the year to those who are
traveling in the St. Petersburg area. Those
in charge of the motels and homes recently
reported that they are operating at full
capacity even though the camp meeting is
history for 1977.

ation, and the University of California
prior to going to SUNY in 1965.
He and his wife, Kathryn (Tyson), have
four children. From 1971 through 1975,
Dr. Boyer has been awarded 10 honorary
degrees.
President Hostetter is pleased to announce that Dr. Boyer will be the Commencement speaker on May 14, 1977, at
10:00 a.m.

Our evangelists for the 1977 camp were:
Rev. Roy Bellomy of Mifflinburg, Penna.,
and Rev. Henry F. Landis of Abilene,
Kan. Our musician was Rev. Kenneth
Knapp of Indiana. His wife, Lillian, joined
him for the latter end of the Camp. Rev.
H. E. Schmul and Rev. J. F. Coins each
preached three messages. The team had a
beautiful working relationship with Simon
A. Lehman, Jr., and John Rosenberry
serving as Camp Directors.
People were slain with conviction.
Hunger for the sanctifying grace of God
was evident. The altars were open and free.
Many came for healing of both body and
spirit. The shouts of victory were on the
camp. God truly manifested himself
among us.
You will want to get in on next year's
Camp—January 25 through February 5,
1978. The team will be evangelist, Gordon
Wishart, Canada; evangelist, John L.
Rosenberry, Pennsylvania, and the
Edwards Family Singers of Indiana.
Reservations are being accepted already.
Write:
CAMP FREEDOM
6980 54th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33709
—Simon A. Lehman, Jr.
Director

Above: Two former pastors of the Maple Grove
congregation, Rust, Michigan, and a former
bishop are pictured above with the present pastor.
Left to right: Rev. Joseph VanderVeer, founding
pastor: Rev. Earl Miller, present pastor; Rev.
Carl J. Ulery, former bishop of the Central Conference; and Rev. Milford Brubaker, former
pastor.
The occasion of the meeting of these men at
the Maple Grove Church was last summer's
observance of the 40th anniversary of the founding of the congregation.

Evangelical Visitor

The Massey Place congregation reports
it has passed its goal in the Block Visitation Program. Several lay persons shared
in the Sunday evening service on Feb. 20.
Rev. Douglas Sider is the pastor.
A Mother-Daughter Banquet was held
by the Pioneer Girls of the Stayner congregation on Feb. 18. The girls presented a
skit and songs using the theme, "The
Return of Christ," and then were challenged by a message from Mrs. Ann-Marie
Shaw. Mrs. Joyce Hawton is chairman of
the group and the pastor is Rev. Harvey
Stickley.

Observes 50th
Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur N. Heise of the
Pleasant Hill congregation in Brown
County, Kansas, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary with an open reception Sunday afternoon, February 6, 1977,
in the Fellowship Hall of the Church of the
Brethren, Morrill, Kansas.
Arthur Heise and Mary Wolgemuth
were married February 9, 1927, at the
bride's home in Mount Joy, Pennsylvania,
by the late Bishop Wilbur Snider. Mary
Heise is the daughter of the late Amos and
Adda Gish Wolgemuth. Mr. and Mrs.
Heise have resided their entire married life
on the Heise family farm in Brown County, Kansas.
About 150 friends and relatives attended
the celebration. The maid of honor, Mrs.
Lois Lady, sister of the bride, and another
sister, Mrs. Esther Goodling, from Pennsylvania, were also present.
Their four children and families hosted
the observance. Duane and Dianne Heise

CONFERENCES

Allegheny

The Carlisle congregation observed its
25th anniversary the week of March 20.
Rev. R. H. Wenger, Rev. Paul L. Snyder,
and Rev. Kenneth L. Engle, former
pastors, spoke on March 20. Dr. Howard
Jones, associate evangelist on the Billy
Graham Team, spoke each evening,
March 23-27. A congregational dinner was
held on Wednesday evening, preceding the
evening service. The present pastors are:
Rev. Walter Winger and Rev. Kenneth
Hoke.
The Mt. Rock congregation was host to
the Air Hill congregation on Sunday evening, Jan. 30. Guests of the group were Rev.
William Silungwe, bishop-designate, Zambia and three Rhodesian students who presented a number of musical selections. The
host pastor is Rev. Avery Musser.
The Redland Valley congregation
reports that the W M P C sent boxes of food
items to missionaries in India, Japan, Nicaragua, Rhodesia, and Zambia as a Pak-abox project. Bishop Khumalo and Bishop
Elect Silungwe were guest speakers at an
international dinner. Rev. Carl Ginder is
the pastor.

Central

of Ramona, California; Robert and Eileen
(Heise) Gregg, Lancaster, Pennsylvania;
Drs. Eugene and Clara Heise, WinstonSalem, North Carolina; Austin and Rhoda
Heise of rural Hamlin, Kansas. There are
eight grandchildren, five of whom were
present.
supper, a panel discussion was held with
social worker, Vince Book, and a number
of the Home guests. The pastor is Rev. Jay
Sisco.
The Manor congregation hosted a
Festival of Choirs on Sunday, Feb. 20.
Choirs from the Elizabethtown, Lancaster, Manor, and Refton churches participated. Each choir presented music and
closed with a combined choir singing the
"Hallelujah Chorus." Rev. John Hawbaker and Rev. Dale Engle are pastors of
the Manor Church.
The Pioneer Girls of the Souderton
congregation honored Ruth Hess for her 18
years of service in Pioneer Girls. An engraved tray was presented to Ruth by Lois
Landis, chairlady of the group. The pastor
is Rev. John A. Byers.
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Midwest

The Bethany congregation held a special
seminar on "Successful Christian Living,"
with their pastor, Rev. Charles M. Rickel,
leading. A choir from Bartlesville Wesleyan College presented a program on Feb.
20.

The Palm Valley congregation has
reported spiritual growth among its group.
Rev. Charles Rickel was a recent visitor.
Rev. LeRoy Eberly is the pastor.
Members of the Pleasant Hill congregation, Mr. and Mrs. Everett Byer, spent
Feb. 1-2 in Haiti with a "Men for Missions"' Work Crusade, sponsored by the
Oriental Missionary Society. Their pastor
is Rev. Ken Gingrich.

Pacific

The Life Line congregation held an
Appreciation Banquet for those who serve
at the Navajo Mission on Thursday, Feb.
17. Bishop Don Shafer was a guest at the
banquet. Rev. Paul D. Hill is the pastor.
The Upland congregation has launched
plans for expansion of their present facilities. The pastors are Rev. Robert Hempy
and Rev. Glenn Ginder.

Births

Atlantic

The Conoy congregation observed
Christ's Crusaders Day on Sunday, Feb. 6,
by having the young people teach the Sunday school classes in the Junior Department. Special guest speaker was Bruce
B u r k h o l d e r of G e n e s i s M i n i s t r i e s ,
Hershey, who spoke both in the morning
and evening services. The young people
had their meals at the church and had a
time of recreation in the afternoon. The
congregation entertained 25 guests from
the Messiah Home on Feb. 20. Following a

The Fairview Church had a carry-in
meal on Sunday, Feb. 20, so that the congregation could become better acquainted
with the Saba families who shared in the
morning worship service how the Lord had
guided them to the States from Lebanon.
Rev. Henry N. Miller is the pastor.
Special guests of the Union Grove
WMPC on Wednesday evening, March 9,
were Ralph and Joanna Hoke, who shared
about their recent trip to Rhodesia. The
pastor is Rev. Rod Hill.

Canadian

Recent guests of the Houghton congregation were Dr. J. J. Toews, Columbia
Bible Institute, British Columbia, on Sunday morning, Feb. 20; and Bishop and
Mrs. Roy Sider on Sunday morning, Feb.
27. Bishop Sider held a Consecration
Service for Ray and Ruth Lofthouse,
deacon. The pastor is Rev. John R. Sider.

Altland: David Nathanial, born Jan. 15,
to Mr. and Mrs. David Altland, Redland
Valley congregation, Pa.
Bowers: Benjamin Donald, born Feb.
23, to Donald and Diane (Bauman)
Bowers, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Helems: Christine Noel, born Dec. 28,
to James and Ronda Helems, Uniontown
congregation, Ohio.
White: Michael H., born Feb. 23, to
Mr. and Mrs. Donald White, Manor congregation, Pa.
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Cultural Barriers in Missions
"Jesus Christ is not comfortable in any culture. But he's relevant to all cultures.
He addresses all of them," said Samuel Kamaleson, Vice President-at-Large, World
Vision International at a press conference in Urbana, Illinois.
Five Christian leaders from five different countries and four continents analyzed
cultural barriers in current missionary work as a part of Urbana '76, the student
missionary convention sponsored by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship.
Kamaleson, from India, was joined by Luis Palau of Argentina, Festo Kivengere
of Uganda, Isabelo Magalit of the Philippines, and John Perkins from Jackson,
Mississippi.
Palau, an evangelist and president of Overseas Crusades, said the greatest barrier
a missionary has to overcome is shedding the image that "he is related to imperialistic forces.
"Missionaries from the United States and England, especially, must prove they
can work as servants—behind the scenes," he said.
Magalit, who is associate general director of East Asia Office of the International
Fellowship of Evangelical students, agreed. "Missionaries from the United States
have greater problems because they are from a country which is the dominant political and economic power in the world. And they come from a long tradition of Christianity in their country, which makes it harder for them to separate Christianity from
American culture. These problems have to be faced."
The only way barriers can be overcome, said John Perkins, president of Voice of
Calvary Ministries, is when "the person with the message recognizes the dignity and
humanity of the person receiving. He can't be patronizing. Only then can we burn
through the barriers."
Kamaleson noted, "If you only sit and analyze the barriers, you never get over
them. We have the greatest power—love—and with that, we can overcome barriers—steamroll over them."
Despite suggestions from some African leaders recently that a "moratorium on
missions" be called, Kivengere thinks it would be a serious mistake.
"The word moratorium was a reaction to paternalism—to missionaries who so
loved those whom they converted that they didn't believe they could grow. This, of
course, is true in some churches and not in others.
"But the idea of a moratorium in the church is entirely wrong. The church is a
living organism. Christians—British, Germans, Africans, Americans, Philippines—are all members. You cannot introduce amputation unless you've given up on
the member. Members can correct the ills of the attitudes of other parts of the body
without amputation. We can all learn from each other."
—An Urbana '76 Release

